
 

Committee meeting on 11/11/2021, 9:30-11am (In attendance: Jani Koester, Marjorie Lewis, Lane 

Hanson, Chara Taylor) 

1. County Budget updates from Heidi 

a. We had some good wins in the county budget! $15.75M in funding for permanent 

affordable housing with $6.75M dedicated to new projects to house folks on coordinated 

entry list. Also $300K in new outreach money.  $250K for legal aid to prevent evictions 

and foreclosures.  And $75K county contribution to community plan.  And Crisis Triage 

Center moving forward- $10M in capital and $1.5M for initial operating (county staff to 

plan). 

b. Did the $75K come through from the City for the Community Plan? 

2. Update on AB 604 

a. First part of Bill proposes that they put $350K pandemic of federal COVID funds into 

housing navigation and that navigators have to show efficacy, parameters aren’t clear 

but must show some evidence of success at end of the project, want to have option to 

withhold funding if they don’t show results, 

b. Second part of bill says that any citizen can petition a gov agency to say we need a 

designated homeless encampment in our area and the political entity has 12 months to 

designate and area and provide sewer and running water, also says fairgrounds can’t 

be the designated encampment 

c. Third part of the bill creates a penalty for people who are staying outdoors on public 

land, people could be fined up to $500 or jailed up to 30 days, trying to pressure 

municipalities to contain people instead of letting them sleep wherever they want.  

d. There was a lobbyist there from a conservative think tank but not sure who he 

represented, he said camping outdoors is a disaster, we don’t want to see issues like in 

CA and TX, some people have said the governor will veto it. Worth keeping out eye on 

it. 

e. Marjorie engaged with one of the bill authors who said he wanted to hear more from 

people who work in these fields but he never followed up (Alex Dallman from District 41 

is the one who presented it in the Assembly, there were also two other authors) 

f. Update from Mike Basford: After the Assembly passed AB 604, it was sent to the 

Senate. It hasn't been read the first time in the Senate, assigned an SB #, or assigned 

to committee. Until those things happen, there aren't any updates to report. Assuming 

those things happen, it will probably be assigned to the Housing, Commerce and Trade 

Committee. Senator Agard sits on that one and you may wish to reach out to her office 

if/when this happens. 

3. Doubled up work group update- Jani Koester- hour long event hosted by Public Library, 

happening in the evening of January 20th, Melissa Agard will be doing the introduction, video 

released in August about the issue (3 minute and 9 minute versions) 

a. Not Homeless Enough (9:27) Aug 16, 2021- HEAR US interviewed 4 families in 

Madison and Dane County, WI. Being doubled up or self-paying in motels after losing 

housing is not homeless enough to qualify for HUD-funded assistance. This 10-min. film 

conveys the agony of families in this limbo of homelessness. 

b. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZkQBSsqEcGk 

4. Other items 

mailto:jkoester@madison.k12.wi.us


a. November is homeless awareness month- just fyi 

b. With money County has set aside for affordable housing, how can we have some of that 

directed towards the hardest to house people 

c. Engage with alders regarding the unsheltered homeless situation and the response to 

that, how can we get elected officials to interact with providers more often 

d. Funder committee did a survey of the gaps in the system 

e. City/County Homeless committee is the place where there is communication and 

collaboration across the elected officials, providers, etc….how can the HSC be more 

connected to that existing structure.  

f. Proposed Goals for 2022- Set up regular interactions with elected officials, increase 

participation 

g. Lane will send out a doodle poll with new meeting days/times, good time for making a 

plan for 2022  

 


